GEORGE THE THIRD
Adieu then, for the present [to call you by the most honourable
of tides], true Lord Mayor of London; that is, first magistrate of the
first city of the world! I mean to tell you only a plain truth, when
I say, your lordship's mayoralty will be revered, till the Constitution
is destroyed and forgotten. Believe me ever, with unalterable
attachment, my dear Lord,
Your most faithful friend
and affectionate humble servant,
chatham.
Three weeks later Beckford was dead.   It was a piece of good
fortune hardly expected by the Court.
It is often forgotten that the Whigs themselves were indirectly
responsible for the rapid ascendancy of North's Administration
over Parliament.   The Whig Party was riven with dissensions
and jealousies, which if they were not apparent to the eye were
none the less destructive in effect.   The very qualities which made
Chatham an unrivalled war minister reduced him to the level of
mediocrity as a peace-time politician.   His name still commanded
respect, but his utterances in the House of Lords had little of the
magnetism of his speeches in the House of Commons.    His
haughty and imperious nature won him no real friends, but made
him many enemies;   and although he himself was not above
coquetting with Faction he was nevertheless generally too im-
patient of the ways of factious politicians ever to be able—or
even to want—to ingratiate himself with them.   Since his resigna-
tion in 1768 he had worked with his two brothers-in-law, Temple
and George Grenville, to embarrass the Government;   but the
connection was an unnatural one;   and neither Temple nor
Grenville could get away from the suspicion that their famous
relative was endeavouring to entice their own followers into his
camp.   Much the same thing happened in Chatham's relations
with Rockingham's party:" the members were quite ready to vote
with him on motions directed against the Government, but they
were resolutely opposed to the suggestion of service under his
leadership.    Beckford's death in June was a severe blow for
Chatham.   The Lord Mayor wielded considerable influence in
the City, and he had consistently supported c the Great Com-
moner *—even after he had gone to the House of Lords.  Granby's
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